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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 12, 13, 16, 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Herman-Latack et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 5,875,655, "Latack") in view of 
Bongini et al. (U. S. Pat. No.. 5,548,978). 

Re claim 1 , 23 and 24, Latack is cited disclosing a laundry washing machine, having a 
washing agent dispenser (40') which, comprises at least a movable body (42') defining 
a space or compartment for containing a dose of a respective washing agent, 



Fig. 3 

said space having a loading mouth open according to a respective first axis (Y), a 
housing (44') for said movable body (42') and means (88a') for carrying into said space 



mounted in said housing (44') in such a way as to be able to assume a first position (fig. 
1), for the manual admission of said washing agent into said space through said loading 
mouth, and a second position (fig. 5), for the withdrawal of said washing agent from said 



Y 




a flow of liquid able to withdraw said washing agent, said movable body (42') being 
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space by means of said flow of liquid, wherein said movable body (42*) is pivotally 
supported in said housing (44') to move angularly from said first to said second position 
and vice versa around a second axis (X) that is substantially perpendicular or anyway 
transverse relative to said first axis (Y) of said loading mouth that differs from the claims 
only in the recitation of the washing machine being of the front loading type. Bongini is 
cited disclosing the arrangement of the front-loading type washing machine. It therefore 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
arrangement of Latack, to be of the front loading type since this is considered to be a 
mere rearrangement of parts. Re claims 2, Latack discloses the said second axis (X) is 
substantially perpendicular or anyway transverse relative to an axis (z) around which a 
drum of the machine is capable of rotating (col. 2, lines 62-67). Re claim 3 Latack 
discloses the horizontal axis. Re claim 11, Latack discloses the housing comprising a 
casing being substantially aligned to the upper opening. Re claim 12, Bongini discloses 
the mounting as claimed. Re claim 13, Latack discloses the slits (see fig.6, slits between 
elements 91a). Re claim 16, Latack discloses the stop (70a, 70b). Re claims 21, Latack 
discloses the lack of a siphon. Re claim 22, Latack discloses the two or more movable 
bodies (as at 40, 42 and 40", 42"). 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 25. 26, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Barritt (U. S. Pat. No. 2,969,072). 

Re claim 25 for example, note that Barritt discloses a dispenser of washing agents for a 
washing machine, in particular a domestic washing machine, the dispenser (19) 
comprising at least a movable body (23) defining a space or compartment for containing 
a dose of a respective washing agent, said compartment having a loading mouth 
opened according to a respective first axis, a housing (30, 28) for said movable body 
(23) and means (spray arms) for carrying into said space a flow of liquid capable of 
withdrawing said washing agent, said movable body (23) being mounted in said housing 
(30, 28) in such a way as to be able to assume a first position (fig. 3), for the manual 
admission of said washing agent into said space through said loading mouth, and a 
second position (fig. 5), for the withdrawal of said washing agent from said compartment 
by means of said flow of liquid, wherein it further comprises actuating means (21) 
operative to produce the displacement of said body (23) from said first to said second 
position by means of said flow of liquid. 

6. Claims 4-10, 14, 15, 17-20 and 27 stand objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Hetrick, Howlett, Bergeson et al., Clearman et al., Harvey, 
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Ikeda, Losert et al., Gayring, Pellerin, Kretchman et al., Gerhardt et al., Seal, Hertig et 
al., Ryckman, Jr. and Schlack, note the dispensing means. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1 :30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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